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Abstract: In line with the goals of Viksit Bharat @2047, women's empowerment has become a key
component of India‘s policy framework. This study looks at how important government efforts are
influencing women's social, economic, and political growth. It highlights the state's role in reducing
structural gender inequality by analysing key programs in the areas of business, education, health, digital
inclusion, and political participation. In order to assess how specific interventions like financial inclusion
programs, skill development missions, and legal reforms enhance women's agency and engagement in
nation-building, the study takes a policy analysis approach. The study highlights implementation,
accessibility, and regional outreach deficiencies even if these initiatives show a trend towards inclusive
and gender-responsive governance. The results imply that strong institutional frameworks, policy
convergence and ongoing oversight are necessary for sustained empowerment. In order to achieve fair
growth and realise the long-term developmental goals envisioned for India by 2047, it is imperative to
strengthen women-centric policies.
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Introduction- The objective of establishing a "Viksit Bharat" (Developed India) has emerged as a
key topic in national conversations as India approaches its 2047 centenary. This essay explores how
achieving this national goal depends on women's empowerment.Despite the nation's notable achievements,
gender disparities persist, particularly in the areas of education, healthcare, and labour force participation.
The policy basis for India’s vision in 2047 is shaped by the GYAN framework, which focuses on Garib (the
poor), Yuva (youth), Anna data (providers), and Nari (women). Increasing women's involvement and
leadership is recognised as a critical component of this strategy for advancing the country. However,
persistent social views and deeply ingrained structural barriers continue to restrict gender equality, with
notably significant effects in the fields of education and work. Deliberate policy initiatives, such as increased
access to education, better healthcare, more financial autonomy for women, and supportive legislative
reforms, are necessary to overcome these challenges. In order to promote gender parity and guarantee long-
term advancement on the path to equality, such actions are crucial.

In modern development discourse, women's empowerment has grown in importance, especially in
developing nations like India. Women in India have historically had to deal with deeply ingrained structural
injustices that show themselves as restricted access to political representation, healthcare, education and
financial resources. These disparities stem from unequal development, patriarchal societal norms and
institutional restrictions that limit women's involvement in both public and private domains.

The Indian government has realised in recent years that women's full involvement is essential to
achieving sustainable development. Constitutional guarantees, international commitments like the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and an increasing number of women-centric public measures all
reflect this realisation. Women-led development (Nari Shakti) is specifically positioned at the centre of
nation-building under the vision of Viksit Bharat @2047, which intends to make India a developed nation by
its centennial of independence.

By analysing significant government initiatives in the social, economic, and political spheres, this
article aims to analyse the changing policy landscape of women's empowerment in India. It uses a policy
analysis methodology to evaluate the goals, reach, and efficacy of these interventions while pinpointing the
main implementation obstacles. The report contends that despite India's notable advancements in creating
gender-responsive policies, their revolutionary potential is still constrained by institutional and structural
flaws.

Conceptual Framework: Understanding Women’s Empowerment- The idea of women's
empowerment is complex and includes social, political, economic and psychological aspects. Empowerment,
according to Kabeer (1999), is the increase of women's capacity to make strategic life decisions in situations
where this capacity was previously restricted. The three interconnected dimensions of resources, agency, and
accomplishments are highlighted in this paradigm. From a policy standpoint, empowerment involves more
than just providing welfare; it also entails giving women the ability to take advantage of opportunities,
exercise their autonomy, and take part in decision-making. Feminist academics contend that by
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redistributing resources, changing institutions, and altering social norms, state actions are essential in
eliminating structural inequalities (Mukhopadhyay, 2016).

Articles 14, 15, and 16 of the Indian Constitution, which guarantee equality and forbid sex-based
discrimination, serve as the foundation for women's empowerment. The state is also required by the
Directive Principles of State Policy to guarantee fair compensation, maternity leave and humane working
conditions. The normative basis for gender-focused public policies is provided by these constitutional
provisions(Government of India, 1950).

Policy Evolution of Women Empowerment in India- Since independence, India's policy approach
to women has seen substantial change. Women's reproductive roles and social protection were the main
focus of early development planning, which used a welfare-oriented approach(Mukhopadhyay, 2016). After
India became involved with international gender frameworks like the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, this strategy progressively changed(CEDAW). The National
Policy for the Empowerment of Women (2001), which prioritised women's rights, access to resources and
involvement in governance, was a significant turning point (Government of India, 2001). Women's
empowerment has been incorporated into major development initiatives in recent years, indicating a shift
toward gender-responsive governance.

Methodology: Policy Analysis Approach- This study looks at government programs for women's
empowerment in India using a qualitative policy analysis method.Secondary data from government reports,
policy documents, publications from international organisations, and peer-reviewed scholarly works form
the basis of the analysis.

The policy analysis focuses on four dimensions:

1.The purpose and design of policies

2.Coverage and target groups

3.Implementation and institutional mechanisms

4.Results and constraints

This approach enables a holistic assessment of women-centric policies while situating them within
broader socio-economic and political contexts (UNDP, 2020). The study does not aim to measure impact
quantitatively but to evaluate policy coherence, inclusiveness and sustainability.

Education and Skill Development Initiatives- It is well acknowledged that women's
empowerment is mostly fuelled by education. By encouraging girls' education and addressing dropping child
sex ratios, government programs like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) aim to address gender bias (Ministry
of Women and Child Development) (MWCD], 2022. The goal of residential schooling programs like
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) is to improve girls from underprivileged families' access to
education, especially in rural and tribal areas (Government of India, 2022).Programs under the Skill India
Mission incorporate women-focused training modules at the post-school level to improve workforce
participation and employability. Research indicates that female education greatly enhances both household
decision-making power and labour market outcomes (World Bank, 2018). Early school dropouts and
geographical differences, however, continue to be significant issues.

Health and Nutrition Policies- Because poor health outcomes limit women's productivity and
autonomy, women's health and empowerment are inextricably intertwined. Through institutional deliveries
and maternity benefits, programs like Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) and Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY) seek to enhance maternal health outcomes.

To combat malnutrition and anaemia in women and children, nutrition-focused programs like
POSHAN Abhiyaan use a convergent strategy (NITI Aayog, 2021).Research shows that better maternal
nutrition has beneficial effects throughout generations, highlighting the importance of women-centric health
policy for development.

Economic Empowerment and Financial Inclusion- One of the most important aspects of women's
empowerment is economic freedom. Women now have far greater access to formal banking because to the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), which enables direct benefit transfers and financial
autonomy(World Bank, 2018).

By encouraging savings, entrepreneurship, and the creation of social capital, women-led Self-Help
Groups (SHGs) under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) have become powerful tools for
group empowerment (Government of India, 2022). Credit programs like MUDRA Yojana and Stand-Up
India are also designed to support women entrepreneurs. Despite these developments, women's labour force
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participation in India is still low, underscoring the need for supplementary measures that target informal
employment and unpaid care work (OECD, 2019).

Digital Inclusion and Technology-Led Empowerment- The use of digital access as an
empowering tool is becoming more widely acknowledged. Efforts have been made to increase women's
digital literacy and make online services more accessible under the Digital India program (NITI Aayog,
2023). By enabling women to participate in digital finance, e-commerce, and remote learning, digital
platforms increase economic opportunities. However, the transformative potential of technology-led
empowerment efforts is constrained by the maintenance of a gender digital divide. Even with these potential,
problems still exist. With rural and marginalised women disproportionately lacking access to cellphones,
reasonably priced internet, and digital skills, the gender digital divide is still substantial (Yadav & Singh,
2021).Meaningful interaction is further hampered by low digital literacy, cybersecurity issues, and a lack of
knowledge about online resources. These discrepancies are made worse by regional differences in internet
connectivity, which keeps some groups mainly out of technology-driven empowerment programs (OECD,
2019).

Political Empowerment and Legal Measures- One important measure of empowerment is
political engagement. Women's presence at the grassroots level has greatly grown thanks to reservations for
women in Panchayati Raj institutions, which has also enhanced governance outcomes (UNDP, 2020).
Growing political commitment to gender-inclusive governance is shown in recent legislation initiatives like
the Women's Reservation Act. Women's legal agency has also been reinforced by legislative changes that
address workplace harassment and domestic abuse (Government of India, 2013).

Policy Recommendations for Viksit Bharat @2047- Women's empowerment policies must shift
from scheme-based interventions to structural transformation in order to fulfil the vision of Viksit Bharat
@2047. Increased institutional accountability, gender-responsive budgeting, and policy convergence are
crucial. The effectiveness of policies can be increased by bolstering local governing institutions, funding
care infrastructure, increasing digital access and guaranteeing ongoing oversight. Women's empowerment
needs to be viewed as a fundamental developmental strategy rather than as an incidental social issue (Sen,
1999).

Implementation Gaps and Policy Challenges- Due Even though India has a robust policy
framework for women's empowerment, major implementation gaps frequently limit the efficacy of these
measures. The fragmented governance system, in which several ministries and departments oversee
overlapping programs with little coordination, is a major obstacle. Although flagship programs like the
National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), and Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao are well-designed, their goals occasionally overlap, resulting in redundant work and
inefficient use of resources (NITI Aayog, 2021).Accountability is further complicated by the lack of
integrated monitoring systems, which makes it challenging to consistently follow results across sectors.
Another significant obstacle is institutional capacity at the local level. Effective implementation is hampered
in rural and poor areas by insufficient manpower, a lack of training, and a lack of resources (UNDP, 2020).
It is frequently difficult for local officials to interact with recipients, offer essential assistance, or guarantee
that benefits are disbursed on time. Women's low knowledge, especially in underprivileged communities,
further lowers adoption because many are not aware of their rights or encounter administrative challenges
when trying to access programs (Agarwal, 2018). Administrative gaps are exacerbated by sociocultural
limitations. Even when services are available, women are frequently prevented from fully utilising program
advantages due to patriarchal norms, gender-based mobility restrictions, and household decision-making
dynamics.Furthermore, disparities in access and results are made worse by intersectional vulnerabilities
based on caste, class or geography (Kabeer, 1999). Lastly, mechanisms for monitoring and evaluation are
frequently insufficient.Instead than measuring long-term empowerment outcomes like autonomy, leadership,
or sustainable economic independence, many programs concentrate on quantifiable outputs like enrolment or
participation. To guarantee that empowerment initiatives result in significant and equitable benefits,
addressing these issues calls for integrated policy design, strong institutional capacity, focused awareness
campaigns and gender-sensitive monitoring procedures (NITI Aayog, 2021; UNDP, 2020).

Conclusion- The analysis shows that women's empowerment is a key component of India's current
policy environment. While government measures show a move toward inclusive governance, institutional
accountability, policy convergence and ongoing gender-sensitive reforms are necessary to realise the vision
of Viksit Bharat @2047. Empowering women should be viewed as a fundamental component of India's
development plan rather than just a social goal.
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